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of Jesus Christ, which was commnnicated by the apostles 
to all the churches as they were founded, to be kept by 
diem, and to be transmitted snccessirely from hand to 
hand, to distant times — even to the end of the world — this 
ig the Catholic faith, this is that deposit of onr faith, of 
which the apostle writes to Timothy — " O, Timothy, keep 
the deposit which has heen committed to thee, avoiding 
profane novelties of speech, and oppositions of science, 
falsely so called, which some professing, have erred from 
the faith."— 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. 

This deposit, then, of the faith has been transmitted by 
the apostles of Jesus Christ to all Timothies — that is to 
say, to all Christians who fear God, to be in such wise 
kept, that they should add nothing to it, that they should 
take away nothing from it, that they should change nothing 
in it, that they should mingle no strange doctrine with it, 
and that they should not tolerate any addition, diminu< 
tion, change, or admixture by others. Further, they 
have ordered us, if perchance any persons should teach any 
oth^r doctrine than that which has been transmitted from 
the beginning, to say to such persons, anathema! — "Though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
you, let him be anathema. As we said before, so say I 
now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let him be anathema." — Gal., 
i. 8, 9. It was on this account that a great man, or rather, 
all the fathers of the Church, .ind successors of the apostles, 
speaking by the mouth of one of themselves, have laid 
down this law — " To teach, therefore, anything to Catholic 
Christians, besides that which they have' received, never is 
lawful, never has been lawful, never will be lawful ; and to 
anathemat'ze those who do teach anything besides that 
which has been once for all received, was always a duty, 
is always a duty, and always will be a duty." After this 
(adds the same writer) can there be any person cither so 
bold as to wish to proclaim a new doctrine to the Church 
or so rash as to receive any other doctrine than that which 
he has already received from the Church ? The Apostle 
Paul, that chosen vessel, that teacher of nations, that 
trumpet of the apostles, . that herald of the whole earth, 
that witness of what passed in heaven, he, speaking by 
means of his epistle, directs his speech to all the faith- 
ful, at all times, and in all places ; he, I say, once, yea 
twice, exclaims — " If any one preach to you a new doctrine, 
let him be anathema!"* 

This being the case, most Holy Father, who will not 
wonder that a new dogma is announced to Catholic Chris- 
tians ; that a new dogma is at this moment -foiled at 
Rome? Is there not a widely-spread report that your 
Holiness threatens the world with a decree, by which we 
are commanded to believe that the conception of the Blessed 
Virgin was immaculate ? But, Holy Father, this is pre- 
cisely that thing which the apostle called "a profane 
novelty of words and contradiction of science, falsely so 
aJled ;" this is precisely to preach to us another gospel 
than that which has been preached to us by St. Paul — the 
teacher of nations, the trumpet of the apostles, the herald 
of the whole earth. 

For, in truth, that apostle, who was a witness of what 
passed in heaven, never preached to us that the Blessed 
Virgin was free from origin.al sin. He made not one 
single exception, and, therefore, he included the Blessed 
Virgin as well as all others, when he said — " For when 
we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 
for the ungodly ; for scarcely for a righteous man would 
one die, yet, perchance, for a good man some would even 
dare to die." — Rom. v. 6, 7. She was not, therefore, 
just, she was not, therefore, holy and spotless — the Blessed 
Virgin for whom Christ diod. " By one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned." — ^Rom. v. 12. All, 
therefore, also the Blessed Virgin. " The love of Christ 
constraineth us, because we thus judge, that if one died 
for all, then were all dead ; and that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him which died for them, and rose again." — 
2 Cor. V. H, 15. The use made of this text by St. 
Augustine will be seen below. 

The ancient Fathers of the Church, successors of the 
chair of the apostles, legitimate interpreters of Scripture, 
themselves, in their own time, the witnesses, guardians, 
and oracles of the traditions and faith of the Church, have 
taught us that our Lord Jesus Christ alone was without 
original sin, because he alone was conceived withont the 
nnion of man and woman ; but that Mary, his Holy Mother, 
was " sinful flesh" — that is to say, conceived in sin, like all 
others. What saith Origen? "JVo one, therefore, can 
ever avoid the snare of sinful concupiscence ; for all have 
sinned, as it is wntten — ' By one m.an sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin.' And again, ' Who can bring a 
dean thing out of an unclean? Not one.' — Job xiv. 4. 
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is, therefore, the only 
one who has not sinned ; but the Father hath made him 
to be sin for as, in order that, being in the likeness of 
sinful flesh, and sprung from sin, he might condemn sin. 
He, therefore, came into those snares, but he was the only 
o ne who coul d not be entang1«d in thera."t 

' Adnonciare ergo uliquid Christianls Catholicif, prater id quod 
acceperunt, nunquam Hcuit, nunqnam licet, nuuquim lice'jit; et 
anatnemare eos qui annancient aliquid, pr«terquam quod semel ac- 
ceptnm f st, nnnqmiin Hon opontiit, nusqa*im non oportet, nunqaam 
noa op irtebiu .... Si quUnacum dogma tfUuHeiaverUttMif 
"''•"•{"'■"•.-Vine. Lirin. Common, cap. liv., p 546. Mogunt, I60i 

t Mallut erjo aliua ruJt, qni retia i«ta roperare potserit. Omnes 



So, also, St. Augustine writes : — Chriit alone was 
born without sin, who was conceived by a Virgin, 
not in the desire of the flesh, but in the obedience 
of the spirit. She only could prepare the medicine for 
our disease, who produced an offspring without the 
wound of sin."* 

Here is the privilege of the son ; here is the privilege 
of the mother. The son alone was conceived without 
sia. The mother alone conceived a son exempt from 
sin. 

" He alone who was made man without ceasing to tie 
God, never had any sib, and never took the body of sin, 
although born from a mother of sinful flesb."t 

And, again — " Therefore, all are dead, and Christ 
died for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto him who died for them, 
and rose again." — 2 Cor. t. U, 15. All, therefore, 
without one tingle exception, are dead in sins, either ori- 
ginal or voluntary, whether by ignorance, or by know* 
in(^, and not doing that which was righteous. He 
alone who liveth — that is, the only person who never 
committed any sin whatsoever — died for all the rest, who 
were dead, in order that they who live by the remission 
of their sins, should no longer live unto themselves, but 
unto him who died for our sins, and who rose again for 
ourjustiflcatinn."t 

All the other Fathers unanimously teach the same 
doctrine. 

This, then. Most Holy Father, is the faith which we 
have received from the beginning. As yet, to-day, 
1854 years after the preaching of the apostles, it is not 
an article of faith that the Blessed Virgin was born free 
from sin. If, therefore, this becomes an article of faith 
to-morrow, it will plainly be a new article. 

Together with the present letter, we send to your 
Holiness a volume, entitled " The Belief in the Imma- 
culate Conception can never become an Article of 
Faith ;" in which we have demonstrated at length the 
points which we now briefly assert. We have there 
pointed out the exact period up to which it was yet un- 
heard of in the Church, that the Blessed Virgin was with- 
out original sin. The doctor who first openly professed 
this opinion is there named ; and from the progress of 
this opinion it is historically proved, tliat this doctrine is 
a new invention in the Church. We beseech you, Holy 
Father, seriously to meditate on the value of these ar- 
guments. Your Holiness ought to be aware of the sad 
consequences that must necessarily follow from an at- 
tempt to force a new dogma of faith on Christendom. 
" We have no curiosity, beyond Je;us Christ ; we need 
no inquiries beyond the Gospel. When we believe, we 
have no desire to increase our belief ; for the first point of 
our belief is this, that there is nothing beyond (the 
Gospel) whish we are bound to belieTe."§ 

We cannot disobey the precepts of the apostles. We 
are bound to oppose the introduction of new articles of 
faith. 

Most willingly we believe and confess. Holy Father, 
that the Bishop of the first See has the primacy in 
the Cliurcli. We are ready to maintain, and to 
assert energetically, that Peter, to whom the flock of 
Jesus Christ was entrusted, was the chief in the 
band of the apostles; that he had the chief autho- 
rity in religious matters, as being that person to whose 
care all were entrusted. We assert that the Bishop 
of Rome is the legitimate successor of St. Peter ; and 
we believe that the authority of the former is no less 
great than that of the latter. We cannot, however, 
forget that, from time to time, cases may arise in which it 
is necessary that "Paul should withstand Peter to the 
face, because he is to be blamed, and because he walketh 
not uprightly, according to the truth of the Gospel." — 
Gal. ii. 11, 14. You, most Holy Father, are Peter; 
and we — that is, the body of Christian people — are 
Paul. If, then, you imitate Peter, and " walk not up- 
rightly according to the truth of the Gospel," it must be 
our part to imitate Paul, and " resist you to the face." But 
can there be a plainer proof of " not walking uprightly 



enim peccarcrunt, licat Bcriptum est. Et nirsiis, tit Scriptura dicit, 
non est Justus super terrain, qui fecerit bonum, et non peccuverit. 
Et iterum, Nemo ranndus a sorde. Solus ergo e>t Ootuinus et Sal- 
vatornoster Jesus Chrlstus qui peccatuin non fecit, sed pcccatuni 
eum Pater fecit pro nobis, ut In slmilitudine carnia peccatt. de peccato 
damoarst pec&ituni. Venlt erj^o ad ilia retiil, set! involvi ia eis solus 
ipse non potuit.— Origen. in Cant , Horn, ill., p. 86, S7, Tom. iii. Paris, 

nto. 

* Solos sine peccato lutus est, qoem sine virili comp'exn, oon con- 
capisceotia c^iriii^, sed obedientia mentis virgo concepit. Sr»la nustro 
Tuliieri medicinum p^rere potuit, qu« non ex peccati valiiere germen 
pi* prolia emisit.— St. ,\uKu*t. de pecc. meritis, lib. i., c. xxis.. No. 
67, col. 32, vol. I. Paris, lf,90. 

t Solus ergo ille etiam homo factos manens Deus, peccatum nu'lum 
h.ibntt unqnam, nee sumpsit (-ami-m pecc:iti, qn-imvia de niaterna 
came peccati. — St. August, de peccat. meritis. Lib. ii., cap. xxlv.. 
No. 38, ut supra. This is tile reading of the lleuedictine editors; tliu 
old editions read — " I>e natura carets peccati." 

J Omnca ituqne mortal sunt in peccati^ ntmim prortus ercepto, 
s've originalil>UH, sive etiam voluntate addicis vel ignoraiido, vel 
sciendo, nee facieoilo quoJ justum est. Et pro omnibus mortuis Tivus 
mortuua est unus, id est, nullum habensomuinopeccatnm; ot qui per 
rcmissionem pcccatorum vivmit, jxm noa stbl vivant, sed ei qui pro 
omiiibua moituus tst propter peccata nostia, et resurrexit propter 
justilicationem nostram.— St. August de Civit. Dei, lib. xx., c. vi., 
sec. 1, torn. Tli.,coL 679. Paris, 1690. 

§ Nobis curiositate opus non est post Christnm Jeanm. nee inqoi- 
sltione post Evangelium. Cum credimus, nitiil desideramus ultra 
credere. Hoe en:m prtus credimus, non esae qnod ultra credere 
debeamus.— Tertnll. de Prescript, c. viil., p. 30. Mogont, IWi. 



according to the truth of the Gospel," than the attempt »0 
make new articles of faith ? 

We, indeed, in company with all those who hold no 
other head than Jesus Christ, are united in commmdon 
with your Holiness, as with the chair of Peter. We know 
that the Church is built on this rock, and we believe every 
person to be profane who eats the Lamb out of this house 
(Hier. ad Dam. Pap.); but we cannot forget the bold- 
ness of the reply which our own St. Hilary, of Poitiers, 
once addressed to a certain sacrilegious bishop of the See 
of Rome — " Know, Liberius, that I say anathema »o 
thee and to thy companions. I say anathema to tbee 
for the second and the third time, thou prevaricating 
Libsrins!"* 

Listen, Holy Father, to the genuine and lawful decrees 
of the sixth General Conncil against a Bishop of Rome in 
former days — "We have thought fit to pat out of the Holy 
Catholic Chnrch of God, and, at the same time, to anathe- 
matize Honorius, formerly Bishop of Rome, because we 
have found in the writings which he addressed to Sergius, 
that be agreed in his sentiments, and conformed to his im- 
pious dogma8."t 

Listen, Holy Father, to the genuine and lawful decrees 
of the seventh General Council against the same Pope — 
"We profess the two wills and operations according to the 
two natures in Christ Jesus, as the sixth Council, held in 
Constantinople, formerly did, with applause, when it 
drove out Sergius, Honorius, Cyrus, Pyrrhus, Macarios, 
an'd all those who are enemies of true religion, and think 
as they do."t 

Listen again, most Holy Father, to the genuine letter 
of another Bishop of the chief Sec, who, in like manner, 
pronounced an anathema upon that unworthy Bishop of 
Rome (Honorius), and confirmed the anathema of the 
sixth General Council. The letter of Leo II. is as fol- 
lows : — 

" We antithcmatize the inventors of niBW errors — that 
is to say, Theodorus, Bishop of Fara ; Cyrus, Bishop of 
Alexandria ; Sergius, Pyrrhus, Pauliis, Peter, successors 
rather than bisbops of the Church of Constantinople ; and, 
besides these, Honorius, who, instead of enlightening this 
apostolic chair by the doctrines of apostolic tradition, has 
endeavoured, by guilty treachery, to corrupt and ruin the 
holy faith."! 

It is not in our power to be ignorant of these, or many 
other similar facts which have taken place from the times 
of the apostles to our own days, hut which it would be too 
long to enumerate. Woe to these perlidious shepherds 
who, instead of '• strengthening their brethren in the faith" 
(Luke xxii. 32), as it is their duty to do, attempt to ruin 
the faith itself! Woe to those shephenis, "ravening 
wolves in sheep's clothing" (Matt. vil. 15), who, after 
having reccivc<l from Christ that holy commandment, 
"Feed my lambs, feed my sheep" (John xxi. 15, 18), have 
torn with' their teeth and claws both the lambs and the 
sheep. 

May God preserve you, beloved Father, from entering 
into their ways. May the Lord " enlighten the eyes of 
yonr mind' (Ephcs. i. 17, 18), that you may see the wiles 
of the serpent, prepared, by the mouth of flatterers, against 
your own soul and against the peace of the Church ! We 
know it, we know it. Flattery does not cease to allnre 
you. It tells you that yon will render your name glorious 
in the sight of men ; that you will confirm the domination 
of the Bishop of Rome over the universal Church, if, by a 
decree of faith, binding on all Christians — laity, clergy, 
priests, and bishops — you are able to define a question 
which none of your predecessors nor any council has dared 
thus to define. Tliese are the wiles of the serpent ; for if 
your Holiness should order the belief of the new dogma 
that you meditate, you will gather for yourself? not glory, 
but ignominy ; and for the I$ishop of Rome, not domina- 
tion, but derision. It will be a new proof, in addition to 
so many other proofs from history, that the Bishop of 
Rome is, like all other men, a weak man, prone to sin, 
subject to error ; and that it may happen to him to be a 
prevaricator in his holy ofiice, to be deceived himself, and 
to endeavour to deceive others I 

Listen, then, rather to us, beloved Father — us, who 
seek the true glory of your Holiness, not by flattery, bat 
by the love of truth, of charity, and of peace. 

May God long preserve you in good health, and keep 
you holy, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
MostHoly Father, 

For my.self, and for many priests, and faithful per- 
sons of both sexes. 

The Abbe L.vDOBDE, of Lactonre. 
August 13, 1854. 



THE LIFE OF A PRIEST. 
(Continued from page 17.) 
The celibacy of the priesthood was introduced into the 
Church so late as tlie year 1 190, and is contrary to the 
naturiil law, to the Old and New Scripture, to the well- 
being of society, to the example of St. Peter, and to the 
express exIiort.ition of St. Paul to Timothy, relative to 
the qualifications of bishops and deacons — "A bishop, 

• S:. Hilar. Hist. Fragm , lib. vli. C, No. i, coL 1337. Paris, 1093. 
1 Co.,.-. Gen. Labbe, lorn. vL, p. »43. 

* Cotit.- (iin. Labbe, turn, vil., p. 655. 

{ EpisL Leonls II., ad flnera Cone. Sexti, spad Labbe, tl., 1117. 
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then,, must b« btonieless^.ttae bnsband of <Hie -wife,, given 

to hospitality, apt to teach." — €hap. iii. t. 2. " Likairue 
Bkust the deacons be groTC, noV doabls-tongned, not giTcn 
to much wine, not gneedy of filthy locre,"— Chnp. iii., 
». 8. Any law that ha« been {rained contrary to the above 
Mitliorities I cannot beritate to prononnce an inSernal 
one, wh«her it proceeds fifom the Vatican of Borne, or 
from the Cathedral of Canterbnry. We 6nd in Geneais 
tbafollowiog precept — " Increase and mnltiply, and fiU the 
land." The inffoenee of this command is omnipotent, and 
is felt by all living thinn:s — by man aad beast, by the 
insects of the. air, as well as by the fishes of the scm. 
Bow do, then, thousands of men escape the all-powerful 
influence of this primary law under the warm sun of 
Spain or France? The answer is very obvious — they 
cannot; as it is equally powerful on the banks of the 
Seine as on those of the sunny Tagns. If his Satanic 
Mnjesty could summon together an assembly of the most 
Atrocious sinners in his wide dominion, to form an ordi- 
nance by which he could people his infernal empire wiUi 
ihe sonls of the damned, they could noi frame a more 
effectual one than that which establishes the celibacy of 
the priesthood. I am fully justified in making this strong 
obscrv,ition from my own personal observation and 
experience, as well as from the extent of my read- 
ing. Paul IV. was obliged to issue a Bull to the 
Inquisition in tlio sixteenth century to inquire into 
the immorality of the priests of Spain. The Bull 
commences in those words—" Whereas, certain ecclesias- 
tics in the kingdom of Spain, in the cities and dioceses, 
having the care of souls, have broken out into such 
heinous acts of iniquity as to abuse the sacrament of 
penance, in the very act of bearing confessions, by en- 
ticing and provoking females to lewd actions at the very 
time they are making their confessions." The inquisition 
commenced to discover the sacerdotal delinquents; bnt the 
abuse was so general the scandal would be in proportion, 
and it was agreed to consign the prosecution to the Qrcek 
Kalends. I would nut cite this instance of Papal inter- 
ferCQce to prevent this fearful iniquity, if it was confined 
to 3 feiv individuals who would only form the exceptions ; 
but as the entire kingdom of Spain is inclnded in the 
Pope's Bull, it forms an insuporable argument why that 



Sonnsil of Tmntluw camnMsly obstainad firontpokliidiiiig 
any docree on this snbj«et, yet ^e Pope, bianoiis, and 
prieata stiU cling with un^aken tenacity to iii&llioiUtraa 
Ae culminating pointnpon which all the dogma* of uuSe 
Chnreh depend. The promises' made by our Lord in the 
following texts of Scripture, are the foundation upon 
which they build theii: doctrine of infiiUibility : — " The gates 
of hell shall not jwevail against it" — Matt. xvi. 18. 
"Lo I am with yon always, even unto the end -of the 
world." — Matt, xxviii. 20. There are two things that 
can be obviously deduced from these texts of Scrip- 
tore— 'the first is, the ezisbaiee of the Church to the end of 
time ; and the second is, that God vrill never withdraw his 
protecting hand from his Chnreh. Nothing ean be more 
clear that the Church of Christ is to last to the end of time, 
than that she is increasing since the. death of Christ nnder 
the protection of heaven, and by the labours of the mis- 
sionaries all over the world. It is no less certain that God 
has exercised a vigilant care over his Church since her 
foundation, as she never disappeared, even in the most 
abandoned times. It is quite, true that errors have crept 
into the Church in the middle ages, both from the avarice 
and ambition of the Popes, and from the gross ignorance of 
the times, yet she never disappeared. She always retained 
the Holy Scriptures, believed the fundamental doctrine of 
the Gospel dispensation, and was the treasury of God's 
Holy Word, although some base coin was issued, from 
time to time, from the mint of thfe Vattcnn. The time ar- 
rived when the RefM'mation laecame absolutely necessary, 
when there was no morality, no discipline, no litersturc, no 
reverence for divine things, and religion was almost 
extinct. Did not all this justify the reformers in com- 
mencing tiio great and arduous task of reforming a Church 
then immersed in vice and abominable wickedness, when 
Leo X., an infidel, was Pope and Vicar of Christ. 

The grwt Burke said, that all corporate bodies stand in 
need of reformation from time to time, and that they who 
undertook this arduous task deserved the best thanks of 
the commonwealth. . 

The reformers, instead of receiving every possible praise 
for their intrepid conduct in stemming the torrent of vice 
and immorality that then threatened to deluge the world, 
there is no epithet, however vitnporative, in the English 



penal statute should be obliterated from the records of l.ingoage, that is not, even now, poured out against the 
mankind. Now, if tlie priests of Spain were so profligate, memory of those men of learning and morsla, and which, 
what charter of exemption can those of Portugal, Italy, I regret to add, is the besetting sin of modem Koman Ca- 
England, and Ireland claim from this the worst of all tholics. Ifthe Church was infallible, in the Roman Catholic 
penal ordinances ? I seiwe of the expression, she could not err, and, up to the 

Were not the prophets and patriarchs married, and ' present day, she would want no reformation, as she 
several of the apostles, with some of the evangelists? Is | wonhl be " without spot or ^vrinkle.'' To prove that the 
it not more criminal to see ecclesiastics living in the most Church was overwhelmed with every vice to which human 
abandoned deb.iuchcry than to see them enter into the 'nature is.piibject, and required a dyke of powerful strength 
holy state of matrimony 7 — matnmony which, the Apostle to resist the flood of unsound doctrine and scandalous con 



fan] says, is honourable in all men 

I could point out the names of some of the most emi- 
nent bishops who were married, and the ages they lived 



duct which threatened to deluge a trembling world, hear 
what Catholic authorities, of great eminence, say upon 
this subject, 
in up to thie time of the apof ties, but as this historical fact I The Cardinal of Cambrny says — " Although there are 
-will not be denied, I will only mention that " Bishop \ great evils which we see, yet unless the Church be spee- 
SpirJdion was Father of St. Basil, and father-in. law to dily reformed, we shall, in a shrart time, see unspeakably 



Or^ory Naasianzen, and that the See of Kphcsus was in 
the family of I'oiycrates during the period of seven hun- i 
dred years. But what will devout Roman Catholics say ' 
when they are told that some of the Popes themselves arc 
the sons of bishops. Felix III., Adrian II., Agapetus I., \ 
andAgapctusII.: norwasthesanctityofSt.Patrickretarded i 



greater. 

Nicholas de Clemangis writes as fallows — " That wicked 
persons did so ianch abound, in all professions of men, 
that scarce one in a thousand was to be found who lived 
answerably to his profession.'' 

The Cardinal of Lorraine, at the Council of Trent 



by being the son of a deacon, and the grandson of a priest. ' said — "That all the calamities which had befallen France 
If it should, however, irritate Roman Catholics to tell them ; were to be attributed to the general corruption of manners 
such a simple fact, that the bishops and priests of their that prevailed in that country." 

Church were married, will it please them more if I tell i Cardinal Julian tells Eugene IV. — "That the people 
them, that in the veiy year that the Pope was framing the wore above measure incensed against the ecclesiastical 
Ball to prevent the marriage of the clergy, he was himself I state by the dissolute lives of the clergy, for which it is 
laying the foundation of one of the most illustrious houses ' greatly to be feared, unless {hey mend their manners, lest 
in Italy, with the help of the Countess Matilda, who had a ; the laymen, after the example of the Hussites, fall foul 
beautiful chateau on one of those picturesque slopes that • upon the whole clergy." 

look down upon the classic shores of £truria. Will any- j The Suffragan Bishop of Saltzbnrg speaks of the clergy 
-one believe that the pure air of the Apennine and the desire | in the following words, at the commencement of the Ke- 
Hildabrand had of assisting the countess at her devotions, : formation — '^ i'he modem and unhappy clergy n^Iect the 
were ihe only motives that induced his Holiness to visit ; love of God and of their neighbour ; they are addicted to 
these lovely solitudes? How prophetic were the words of infamous practices, and neglect the salvation of the souls 
8t. Paul, and how applicable to the Church of Home, is of God's people." 



the language of tlie apostle where ho says, " that in the 
latter days some shall depart from the faith, forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which 
God had created to be received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth." — Tim. iv. 3. 

The infallibility of the Church is the next question 



I could quote aathorities without end to show the neeei- 
lity of a reformation in the Church at the time it h^- 
pened; hut the above are quite sufficient for the purpose. 
Roman Catholics assert, contrary to fact, that it was no 
reformation, but the creation of a new religion; whereas, 
the reformers only fell back upon primary principles, and 



which I propMed to diacnss — a doctrine which was first [ expunged all unsound, extraneous, and antiscriptural 
propounded by the Jesuits for their o^vn private ends, and doctrine, which was introduced into the Church daring the 



dark ages. This universal depravi^ of morals, and the 
heathen doctrine then taught in the Church, prove its fal- 
libility, and the impurity of the water that flowed bom the 
Cistern of the Hills. 

(To be conttaued,} 



to flatter the vanity of the Popes, and was afterwards 
sanctioned by the second Council of Nice in the year 786. 
If the Church of Rome was in&llible, the infallibility must 
be found in the aggregate of the individuals forming that 
Church, or in her general cotmcils, or in the Popes. But it 

is not found in either ; every individual isftJIible, and thcag- [ . ^ 

gr%ateof fallible individuals must be Cdlible. It could not' m r.A'ra v/i -w ntTiwcu- 

exist in her general councils, as it is admitted eVen by Roman ' ROMAN CATHOLIC ANTINOMIANISM. 

Catholics that the Council of Rimini was an CEcumenical It has often been a subject of complaint in countries ruled 
eonncil, and erred, having deliberately signed the Arian over by monarchs with absolute power, that those who did 
heresy ; and to which Pope Liberius himself annexed his the king faithful service have been neglected, and 
Uime. Nor ean it be fonnd in the Popes. WasXieoX., their interest sacrificed to that of the flatteieri who 
An atheist, infallible ? Wax Alexander VI., an incestuous thronged his court. Many a soldier who has grown gray 
Pontiff, infallible? Or, may I ask, was John XXII. in fighting his sovereign's battles, without reward, has mur- 
iafiUliUe, tbe noit profligate of aaokind .? Although the mni«d atseeiag gay courtiers pat over his head, whoee only 



merit was, tiiat th^ had humoured the vraaksaHi ac 
ministered to the pleasures of Huar primn ; and often. top» 
Itave eom^aints'lMen excited at the easy pardon' whioi tto 
oraelty or oj^iression of corsrHera has recaved, piorided 
ttey have taken care to make themselres persoaally 
agreeable to their master. " More than one well-di^eaed 
ruer," says a distinguished writer, "has given op whda 
provinoes to rapine and oppression, merely "from a wish to 
see none but happy faces roimd his own hoard, and in 
his own walks. No man is fit to govern great societies 
who hesitates about disobliging the few who have acceas to 
him, for the sake of the many whom he will never see." 
Some authors have been so tingallant as to say, that tha 
weakness which we are here describing is one to which 
female scfvermgns have been particularly liable. A fen 
fiattering complimints, with some profession of personal 
attachment, have, in their case, often been considered a* 
atonement for verions crimes, and have ootwei^ied tho 
solid services of less- showy competitors. 

One of the most odious fisatmes in the idolatiy of the 
heathen is, that they have not only framed for themselves 
gods in the likeness of men, but that they have taken some 
of the vilest and worst of men as the models of their divini- 
ties. While they rightly judged that the relation of a king;, 
to his subjects was one which, in some degree, was a re- 
presentation of the relation of God to his creatures, they 
have degraded the majesty of hoavea by comparing it to 
some of those weak and wsrthless earthly monarchs, 
whose faults we have attempted to describe. It was a 
common error in the heathen systems to im^ne that their 
gods coidd be bribed by a few prayers or a few sacrifices 
to overlook the vices ot their worshippers and that they 
wonld not make any severe examination into the conduct 
of those who were careful to give them due praise and 
honour. 

In the tme religion, on the other hand, aU possibility of 
an error of this kind has been carefully guarded against. Ho 
wicked man is allowed for a moment to think mat, unless 
he forsake his sins, his prayers or his devotions can gain 
him any favour from God. "Why call ye me Lord, Lord," 
says our Saviour to those who offered him this homf^ of 
the lips, " and do not the things which I say." — ^Luks 

-vi. 16. David expresses the conviction of every Christian 
when he tells iis — " If I regard iniquity in my heart, tha 

' Lord will not hear me." — Psalm Ixvi. 18. So &r is it 
from being the cose that one continuing in wickedness can, 

! by prayers offered in such a state of mind, mitigate the 

' displeasure of God, that, doubtless, the hypocri^ of such 
worship only makes him more hateful tqa God ofpiuity; 
and we are expressly told that the sacrifice of the wickad 
is abommalioit in the sight of God. — Prov. xv. 8. 

I It may be imag;ined that doctrine like this wonld not 
be very acceptable to men who were unwilling to forsake 
their sins, and yet who longed for some reason to hope that 
continuance in sin would not be attended with ultimate 

i danger; who wished to find some expedient for keeping up 
some claim on the favour of God, even when they were 
transgressing his commands, so that they might be able to 
reckon on obtaining from him, at the last hour, the grace of 
repentance and pardon. And if God would not be mocked 
with the prayers of impenitent sinners — if Hedeclared their 
sacrifice abomination — could no -one eUe be found mora 
indulgent, or who would undertake the patronage of sin- 
ners on easier terms ? These are the cravings of men's 
cormpt heai-ts, which we are ashamed to say that priests of 
our religion have been found to satisfy ; and that at the 
expense of the honour of one whom all Christians ought 
to be ready to hold in reverence. There is one whose 
earthly life we may lawfully believe to have been graced 
with such holiness as a child of fallen Adam may att^n 
■nto, and yet who is represented as the patron and the pro- 
tector of wilful sinnets. Protestants have been often 
accused of hating the Biassed Virgin Mary, and of being 
jealous of her honour ; but we know of no representations 
so dc^gnuling to her character as those given by some of 
those Koman Catholic divines who have professed the 
greatest devotion to her. While zealous fur her material 
dignity — while claiming for her the title ' of Queen of 
Heaven — they represent her as exercising her sovereignty 

1 in a manner which would disgrace the weakest and vainest 
of earthly queens. They represent her as intensely jealons 
of personal compliments; angry if they are withheld; but 

' ready to give anything, and forgive anything, to those who 
make a profession of personal attachment to her. Wo 
know not hott- any Roman Catholic, zealous for the real 
honour of the Virgin, can read, without disgust, such books 
as St. Liguori's " Glories of Mary," and others of the 
same character, which, while intended to do honour to the 
Motherof our Lord, woidd, if they were true, be highly 
degrading to her character. We give a few specimens, 
pnwafiSj from the " Glories of Mary," of the stories 
whidtwe nftir ; and we ask our renders to say, whether an 
earthly qneen, who should allow herself to be so influenced 
I^ a finr compliments, would be coiwidered fi' to govern a 
great country. 

We are obliged by the pressure of other matter to 

omit several of the stories which we had marked 

for quotation, and which were intended to illustrate the 

t l^eat value which the Blessed AHrgin is represented as set- 

' tiag on the honours paid to her ; and how completely (if 

' ire are to believe Roman Catholic writers) her character 

must have changed since she was on earth, where we aeror 

hear of her being greedy of praise and adoration, '^os 



